

DAILY SCHEDULE:  Teal printout in this folder.  The daily schedule is also posted on our class website! If you would like to join your child for lunch anytime during the year, students eat lunch from 12:25-12:45.  Recess is from 12:00-12:20.
WEBSITE: Access our class website by going to the district home page.  Select schools on the main page and Pinecrest Elementary from the dropdown menu.  From here, go to academics on the top menu bar and then 3rd grade.  This will bring you to the individual websites for the 3rd grade team.  The newsletter for the week will be posted on Friday afternoons.  This letter is our first newsletter (.  I will also post the newsletter to SeeSaw.  
SPECIALISTS:  We are on a four-day rotation schedule.  Our specialist block is from 8:25-9:20.    

Day 1- Art with Mrs. Meyer 
Day 2- Phy Ed with Mr. Klein and Music with Mrs. Poncelet  
Day 3- Computer and Media with Mrs. Livingston
Day 4- Music with Mrs. Poncelet and Phy Ed with Mr. Klein 
READING:  We will be using Making Meaning and Readers’ Workshop as our core literacy components.
LANGUAGE ARTS:  There are no spelling words this year.  We will focus on six new vocabulary words each week as they connect to the books we read in our curriculum.  We will also cover a new grammar/word skill each week!
MATH:  Our math curriculum is Bridges.  Students will have hands on opportunities to explore different topics throughout the year.  Some of the concepts that are covered in 3rd grade this year are subtraction, word problems, time, multiplication, division, and fractions.  
SOCIAL STUDIES:  Students will learn about Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, and Ancient China! 
SCIENCE:  Topics of study include the sun, moon, and stars, sound, and measurement!
DAILY HOMEWORK:  

Reading:  Read 20 minutes each night – and record this on the monthly reading calendar in your child’s assignment notebook.  These calendars will be collected at the end of every month.

Math:  Math pages will be sent home once/twice a week.  These pages are a great way for you to see the skills that your child is working on in class.  These pages should be completed at home and checked over by an adult.  Math pages do not need to be returned to class.  
ASSIGNMENT NOTEBOOKS: Your child will be responsible for bringing his/her assignment notebook to and from school every day.  Please help your child get into a routine of checking this nightly for homework assignments and reminders for the following day.  When your child has completed his/her daily reading and shared the math lesson of the day with you, please sign or initial in the parent comment section.   These are checked every morning!
TAKE HOME / FRIDAY FOLDER:  Be sure to check your child’s Take Home Folder each night, and especially on Fridays! Please look through all the important papers, empty the folder, and help your child remember to return this each day.   The information in the folder will help you keep up with the events at Pinecrest, in the community, and the various events within our classroom.
ABSENCES:  When your child returns to school, he/she will find any work they missed on their desk for them.  Students are expected to bring these assignments home, complete them, and return them to school as soon as possible (generally two days are allowed for every day missed).  If you know your child is going to be absent, it is helpful if you can arrange to pick up your child’s work ahead of time so he/she is not too far behind upon returning to school. Thank you!
BIRTHDAYS:  Student birthdays are posted in our class. Summer birthdays will be celebrated towards the end of the school year.  Please no birthday treats, this is a building wide decision.  
SNACK BREAK:  We will be taking a morning snack break at 9:45.  I encourage you to send a nutritious snack and/or drink along with your child for this time.  Our bodies and brains need this energy to learn! 

BOOK ORDERS: Watch for Scholastic Book Club orders to come home periodically in your child’s Take Home Folder.  Purchasing these books is always optional, but it is a great chance to purchase books at a reasonable price. You can also order online using code:  HHJW3.  Our September book order will be due on Friday, September 14th! 
FUN MONEY (optional donation!):  Because we like to make school as fun and interesting as possible, we will be doing a variety of crafts and activities as extensions to our regular curriculum.  Unfortunately, this can become quite expensive.  To defer the cost, we are asking for each child to contribute $10.00 to our Classroom Fun Money fund.  Please send it to school with your child as you are able.  Thank you!
DISMISSAL:  If there is a change in your child’s end of the day routine, please notify me via email, SeeSaw, or a note in your child’s assignment notebook.  
TESTING:  There are a number of tests that your child will participate in this school year.  All 3rd graders will take the NWEA reading and math tests on the computers in the fall and winter. These scores give us an indication of your child’s skills and ability levels in these areas.  This year will be the first year your child also participates in reading and math MCA Tests in the spring.    

I feel strongly that a child’s education depends on the combined efforts of the child, family, and teacher.  Let’s have a terrific year working together for your child’s success!

Sincerely,

Ms. Runsewe




trunsewe@hastings.k12.mn.us 



(651) 480-7310
